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Why Social Justice?
Where injustice, inequality, poverty 
or exclusion are due to unjust 
economic, political, or social structures 
or to inadequate or unjust legislation, 
the Society should speak out clearly 
against the situation, always with 
charity, with the aim of contributing 
to and demanding improvements.

International Society of SVP

"You must not be content with tiding the 
poor over the poverty crisis; you must study 
their condition and the injustices 
which brought about such poverty, 
with the aim of long term
Improvement.”

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales said in its latest document 
‘Love the Stranger’ “Recognising the practical contribution that our Church can make, 
we support the work of Catholic organisations such as Caritas, the Jesuit Refugee 
Service, and the St Vincent De Paul Society, as well as parish and diocesan initiatives, 
in upholding the human dignity of migrants and refugees”



Elements of our Social Justice work

• Advocacy and influencing

• Campaigning and mobilisation

• Research and insight

• Training and building capacity



Social Justice and Catholic Social 
Teaching (CST)

Social Justice is the result of Catholic social teaching applied in 
the world, the end goal being promoting social change in 
institutions or political structures.

DIGNITY SOLIDARITY SUBSIDIARITY

THE COMMON GOOD OPTION FOR THE POOR



Our policy areas

• Cost of Living and social 
security reform

• In-work poverty

• Refugees and Asylum 
seekers

• Regional inequalities 
and Levelling up



What we achieved so far
• Attend Parliamentary networks and 

groups

• National Advocacy on Borders Bill, 
Write to your MP action

• Letter signed by over 100 Faith 
leaders

• Launched 'From the frontline' Cost of 
Living and other

• Joined the ‘Guarantee our Essentials’ 
campaign by Trussell Truss and JRF

• National campaign with CAFOD 
ahead of the general election

• Regular MP visits to our Centres
and Conferences

•Thought Leadership roundtable

• Parliamentary advocacy

• Submissions to parliamentary 
inquiries

•Media coverage of our work on 
BBC, Sky News and more



Meetings with MPs



Events



Research and 
Publications

• From the frontline: Tackling 
regional inequalities
• Reflections and 
recommendations on 
resettlement
• Stories from the frontline
• Monthly Policy briefings
• Briefings for Ministers and MPs
• Budget response



Helping members to take action



Building SVP’s voice



Working 
with Faith 
groups and 
Churches

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0teRimOuOs


Campaigns



Using our Catholic voice in the 
general election

“…All citizens ought to be aware of their right and duty to promote 
the common good by casting their votes…”

Gaudium et Spes, Vatican II, 1965, #75







Cost of Living

The cost of living crisis is pushing 
increasing numbers of people into 
poverty. Almost 2 million people 
used a foodbank in 2022, and 
almost 3 million emergency food 
parcels were provided to people 
and families in the last year.

In 2024, there are over 14 million 
people living in poverty. Six in ten 
low-income households are not 
able to afford an unexpected 
expense and over seven in ten 
families are going without the 
essentials.

At the SVP we have seen a 49% 
increase in requests for help in the 
last year.

Tackling regional 
inequalities

Migration and 
asylum

The UK has some of the highest 
regional inequalities in Europe, 
and this is leaving many people 
behind. The impact on people’s 
lives is significant, with some 
regions seeing stark and growing 
rates of poverty.

Our Government needs to 
commit to tackling regional 
inequalities and help improve 
social and economic outcomes 
for left behind areas.

We are calling on policymakers to 
work more closely with local and 
regional stakeholders including 
charities like the SVP, who are 
experts in the communities they 
work in, and can help identify 
local solutions to local problems.

The past year has seen more 
people lose their lives as they 
try to cross the Channel to 
seek sanctuary in the UK.

Those who arrive in the UK 
face a long wait for a decision 
on their claim, are housed in 
unsuitable and unsafe 
accommodation while they 
wait and are isolated from 
the communities they could 
be a part of.

We want to see an asylum 
system based on principles of 
compassion, humanity and 
dignity. It is vital that the 
right to seek asylum in the 
UK is reinstated.



Materials and support for parishes



307 People have taken action  

54 Constituencies where an 
action took place

255 Candidates have received 
an email



Other campaigns and initiatives

• Essentials Guarantee 
open letter

• In-work poverty survey

• Social Justice blog



Supporting our social 
justice and policy work



Ways to get involved with our SJ 
work
• Take part in our Year of 

Encounter initiative

• Help us gather insight and 
case studies to inform our 
policy work

• Become an MP champion 
(email your MP three-
times a year, or invite 
them to visit your 
Conference or project)

• Contribute to our Social 
justice blog



Questions?

alessandras@svp.org.uk
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